Moving from is and ought:

Toward a values-realizing psychology

Y,




VALUES

Values are the standards by which our actions, cognitions, and emotions are judged.

Actually,
value-judgment



VALUES

What are they? Where are they?

Another

Other answers still-- Values are in biological processes (e.g., genes)



Another possibility--- values are IDEALS

idealistic desires, goals, or rules about

what we OUGHT to do

an * www. ClipanCf com/435923

Is = Facts
Ought = Values
This leads to what many have seen as a PROBLEM;
The so-called GAP between is and ought,

between facts & values

On this view, science has nothing to say about
values. Science describes facts.




Counterargument: the act of CARRYING

perceive what and where something IS
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pick up, hold, and move it to where it
OUGHT better to be

My claim: All action, perception,
cognition, and emotion move across this

so-called gap

put differently — there is no gap



What and where are values?

, objects, or any other one

Where then?



Values-realizing Zh€01’y (e.g., Hodges, 2007, 2009; Hodges & Baron, 1992)

Values are the goods that define an ecosystem (or the fields within an ecosystem).

Example of an ecosystem: DRIVING

Within that ecosystem there are “fields of action™

Example: the “field of safe travel”

Gibson & Crooks’ s
Field of safe travel

field of safe travel perceived safe
stopping distance b/




Driving-- the “field of safe travel”
a physical field

governed by laws of motion, contact, substance

dynamic-- field is continuously expanding, contracting, changing
shape, depending on what driver does and physical Ob]CCtS

surrounding the vehicle '—
: y .-A-— ‘ _‘; '-'_ ..~ o)

field of safe travel perceived safe
stopping distance

Driving, of course, is embedded within still
larger ecosystems.



Driving-- the “field of safe travel”
a physical field

governed by laws of motion, contact, substance

- dynamic-- field is continuously expanding, contracting




Driving -- the “field of safe travel”
a physical field

governed by laws of motion, contact, substance

anding, contracting

a moral field
moral means that it demands faith, comn

requires accuracy, justice, and other values
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What is safety?

Hypothesis -- conservation of integrity of ecosystem as a whole
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Value of travel

rity of human life?
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Value of travel

te to the integrity of human life?

yod, to care for others
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What are the values in driving?

Safety--- yes, but not the only value
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What are the values in driving?
Safety--- yes, but not the only value

Travel--- really the value of comprehensiveness
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The necessity of values for driving

is an ontologically real dynamic
1als for realizing
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The Driving Ecosystem

only came into existence because of values-realizing

ered enough about physical
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The Driving Ecosystem

only came into existence because of values-realizing

ough about physical

The development of goals (e.
rules (e.g., supervising a traffic syste
ecosystem and the values that provide its constitutive standards.
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Values are neither laws nor rules,

but a set of constraints that both precedes and emerges from the
existence of laws and rules.
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Values are neither laws nor rules,

but a set of constraints that both precedes and emerges from the
existence of laws and rules.

Naturalistic approa

on rules.

20



Two usual approaches to the motivation question

(i.e., what moves us to action, and how do we assess it?)

(past) LAWS

21



22



What is the problem with believing that science only needs to describe
LAWS or RULES?

e developed a
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Music-making
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Music-making

What makes music music (i.e., good, worth listening to or performing)?

The edginess and tensi
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Music-making
Where is the music?

Not in the score, or the performer, or the conductor, or
in all of these together
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Music-making

e.g., willingness to mal
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MUSIC-MAKING

e where is music question s us toward a more ecological way of defining values
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Values legitimate our actions and activities

What makes music playing, juggling, or conversing the “real thing” (i.e., a
legitimate exemplar of the art) is a values-realizing judgment
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Why goal-seeking and achievement are inadequate to explain our actions--

1. even when we reach goals, we sometimes find ourselves dissatisfied

1 infinite regress of meta-goals
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Why goal-seeking and achievement are inadequate to explain our actions--

1. even when we reach goals, we sometimes find ourselves dissatisfied

2. goals cannot legitimate without an infinite regress of meta-goals
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Why goal-seeking and achievement are inadequate to explain our actions--
1. even when we reach goals, we sometimes find ourselves dissatisfied

2. goals cannot legitimate without an infinite regress of meta-goals

6. we often re

There are no natural laws that simply solve all the dilemmas just mentioned
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Where do rules and goals come from? They are constructions and procedures that
need to be legitimated.

Natural laws are crucial, but they do not determine in most cases what must be done.
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Where do rules and goals come from? They are constructions and procedures that
need to be legitimated.

Natural laws are crucial, but they do not determine in most cases what must be done.

fall out of natu
e.g., claim that

e.g., claim that to think properly we only need be logical and consistent
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What is missing in all these accounts of

Law-controlled processes

85



What is missing in all these accounts of

law-controlled processes

or to take care of the world, other.
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